
 
 

Toronto Conference considers 
implications of Supreme Court of 
Canada’s decision in Moore  

vs. B.C. case  

Key opinion leaders on the topic 
examine the court’s decision and 
the implications for inclusive 
education in Canadian Schools  
 
A conference on Meeting the Challenge: 
Accommodation and Inclusion held at the 
Mattamy Athletic Centre at the Gardens last 
Wednesday turned an analytical eye 
toward the Moore vs. B.C. case decision.  
 
The conference was organized by 
Community Living Ontario and Inclusive 
Education Canada.  
 

Among the various speakers at the full-day 
conference were Barbara Hall, Chief 
Commissioner of Ontario Human Rights 
Commission; Diane Richler, Past- President 
of Inclusion International and Gordon L. 
Porter, Director of Inclusive Education 
Canada.  
 
Event attendees included school district 
and school leaders, parents, teachers and 
agency leaders.  
 
The 9-0 ruling by the Supreme Court of 
Canada in the Moore vs. B.C. case has 
created a new reality for district education 
leaders and parents of children who have a 
disability in Canada. The conference 
provided an opportunity to pause and 

reflect on the path ahead.  
The speakers at the conference discussed what is known from research about inclusion and 
accommodation. Reflecting on the path ahead, they also discussed effective schooling for 
students with diverse needs. These issues were addressed from a legal and human rights 
perspective, as well as from a standpoint of education and school improvement.  

L-R: Barbara Hall, Chief Commissioner, OHRC, Rob 
Lattanzio, ARCH, Diane Richler, Inclusive 
International, and Michael Bach, CACL.  
 

L-R: Laura LaChance, Conference speaker with Linda 
White and Kimberley Gavan, event organizers from 
Community Living Ontario.  
 



 
Article 24 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities commits state 
parties to provide lifelong access to inclusive education.  
 
Similarly, the Moore decision stated that “adequate 
special education . . . is not a dispensable luxury. 
For those with severe learning disabilities, it is the 
ramp that provides access to the statutory 
commitment to education made to all children in 
British Columbia.”  
 
Special education is an accommodation aimed at 
allowing students who have a disability equal 
access to education. There are currently over 
300,000 students receiving special education 
supports in Ontario.  
 
The main argument at the conference was that 
school boards must provide the opportunity for 
inclusive, equal education to all students. Citing 
lack of money as an excuse is no longer acceptable.  
Many parents want a system of support and accommodations in an inclusive context. Many 
school leaders and teachers want the same.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

R-L: Melanie Panitch, Ryerson University, with parent 
speakers, Laura LaChance, Peterborough, and 
Luciano Contini, Sudbury.  
 


